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I CLAIM: 

1. A method of operating a reward points accumulation and 
redemption program comprising the steps of: 

a) a user larning reward points from a plurality of 
reward poiVits issuing entities, each of said reward 
points issuing entities tracking the user's earned 
reward poimts in a user reward point account stored 
on rewards Iserver, and 

b) a trading! server accumulating the user's earned 
reward poin :s from each of said reward servers 
interconnec :ed over a network in association with 
considerati >n provided by said reward servers to the 
trading ser er and crediting said accumulated points 
into a rewa] d exchange account associated with the 



user. 



2. 



The method of CI 
c) the user 
merchant computer 



im 1 further comprising the steps of: 
selecting an item for purchase from a 
interconnected to the network, 



d) the merchant computer providing the item to the 



user in exchange for 
server, and 

e) the tradi 
in the user's reward e 
consideration provided 

3. The method of Cla 
entities are selected 
reward issuing entity, 



c Dnsideration received from said trading 



lg server reducing the number of points 
cchange account in accordance with the 
to the merchant computer. 

Lm 1 in which the reward points issuing 
:rom the group comprising an airline 
a credit and reward issuing entity, a 
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4. The method of Claiml 1 in which the consideration provided 
to the trading server byl the reward issuing entity has a value 
higher than the value of I the user's earned reward points that 
are exchanged for said consideration. 



5. The method of Claim 
the user's rewards serve 
of points obtained by th< 



1 in which the number of points in 
account is decreased by the number 
trading system. 

0- 



6. The method of Claim 2 in which the reduction in points in 
the user's account in the trading server is higher than the 
equivalent number of poirts needed to pay for the requested 
item whereby the trading server realizes a commission on the 
exchange of the user's points for the purchased item. 

7. The method of Claim 2 in which the purchase may be 
accomplished with a combination of points exchange by the 
trading server and other consideration provided by the user. 



8. The method of Claim 
a merchant computer is 
overstocked inventory at 



2 in which the item for purchase from 
obtained from a manufacturer's 
a. reduced price. 



9. The method of Claim 
a merchant computer is 
properties available for 



2 in which the item for purchase from 
ined from an inventory of timeshare 



ob ta 



exchange. 



1 



27 



08/2b/20 



Printed: 01/^8/2004 



CLM 



10548/0 



Docket No. : 700-148RP 



10. The method of CI Jim 2 in which the item for purchase from 
a merchant computer is| obtained from duty free or other 
restricted access gooc 



11. The method of Cla 
transfers a user's 
associated with the us 



.m 1 in which the trading server 

reward points to a smart card 
r . 



acc imulated 
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12. The method of Cla 
purchase with a merchar 
to exchange stored 
for a desired item. 



m 11 in which the user may make a 
t directly by utilizing the smart card 
reward points with the merchant 



acc\ mulated 



6< 



13. The method of Cla 
reward points are used 

it. 



m 1 in which the user's accumulated 
to pay for entertainment services. 



r B* The method of C 
points in a giv^n 
fluctuates as a 
associated rewa 



Laim 1 in which the number of earned 

user's reward point account 
function of the performance of the 
:d points issuing entity. 



15. A reward points accumulation and redemption system 
comprising: 

a. a plurality |f reward points issuing entities, each 
of said rewaid points issuing entities comprising 
means for tracking the user's earned reward points 
in a user rev ard point account stored on a rewards 
server, and 

b. a trading server accumulating the user's earned 

from each of said reward servers 



reward poin 
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over a network in association with 
provided by said reward servers to the 
and crediting said accumulated points 
exchange account associated with the 



16. The system of Clain 15 further comprising: 

c) computer means for allowing a user to select an 
item for purchase from a merchant computer interconnected 
to the network, 

d) a merchant 
user in exchange for con 
server, and 

e) means for t 
of points in the user's 
with the consideration p 



omputer for providing the item to the 
ideration received from said trading 

le trading server to reduce the number 
reward exchange account in accordance 
rovided to the merchant computer. 



17. The system of Clairr 15 in which the reward points issuing 
entities are selected fiom the group comprising an airline 
reward issuing entity, c credit and reward issuing entity, a 
hotel reward issuing entjity, and a rental car reward issuing 
entity. 



18. The system of Claijn 15 in which the consideration 
25 provided to the trading server by the reward issuing entity 

has a value higher thai! the value of the user's earned reward 
points that are exchanged for said consideration. 
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* ritm 15 in which the number of points in 

of points obtained by\the trading system. 

. r nf ClaJim 16 in which the reduction in points 
20. The system of Claim id x hiaher than the 

. I . „ t-radinq server is nigner uim 

: n the user's account lin the traainy 

rrrrrh=r- - — - 

nf Claim 16 in which the purchase may be 
91 The system or ^ian.m j-o j-i 

7 Jd with a combination of points exchange by the 
accomplished with a coHit.ii user, 
trading server and oth|r consideration provided by the 

22 The system of Claim 16 in which the item for purchase 

JL is obtained from a manufacturer's 
from a merchant computer is oDtaineu 
overstocked inventory It a reduced price. 



23. The system of Cla 
from a merchant comput* 



... 16 in which the item for purchase 
r is obtained from an inventory of 



timeshare properties available for exchange. 

*« of Cla m 16 in which the item for purchase 

restricted access good;. 



25. 



The SyStem 0£ CUf. X5 in «- ^ 



transfers a user's acc 
associated with the usfer 



Llll — " _ 

amulated reward points to a smart card 
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26. The system of claim 25 in which the user may make a 
purchase with a merchant directly by utilizing the smart card 
to exchange stored accumulated reward points with the merchant 
for a desired item. 



27. The system of CI 
reward points are usee 



10 



15 



28. The system of 
points in a gi 
fluctuates as 



im 15 in which the user's accumulated 



to pay for entertainment services. 



:iaim 15 in which the number of earned 

ren user's reward point account 

i function of the performance of the 



associated reward points issuing entity. 



29. The method of 
purchase by t\ 
therewith . 



claim 2 wherein the item selected for 
e user has a discount associated 
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